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Mr. Richard 
Honors English II 
Clearview Regional High School 
June 9, 2020 
 
Dear students, 
 
Due to the circumstances surrounding COVID-19 and the early closing of the school, this summer’s Honors II 
English assignment will be optional.  
 
As you are certainly aware, reading is a critical skill for anyone who is serious about developing his or her skills 
in English at higher levels. Whether the 2020-2021 school year will be your first or second year in an honors 
level class, the summer break is critical to continuing to develop your competencies in English, and the amount 
of time the break provides lends itself to reading for pleasure, something you should be taking advantage of if 
you are not already. 
 
Monica Fuglei, a graduate of the University of Nebraska and professor of English at the Arapahoe Community 
College in Colorado, writes that “students who read independently… score higher on achievement tests in all 
subject areas” and those who read independently show better “reading comprehension, vocabulary growth, 
spelling facility, understanding of grammar, and knowledge of the world” (“How Reading for Pleasure Helps 
Students Academically”). Those kinds of benefits are hard to argue against. This doesn’t mean that you have to 
read a book a week; any amount of independent reading will bring you these benefits: the more, the better. 
 
To that end, please review the suggested reading list Mrs. Kimmelman and I propose for this summer. Your 
goal is to read at least one novel from this list. We chose these books because they all have a common, popular 
concept: the journey. The stories are from a wide variety of authors, genres, and cultures. We hope that you can 
find one that brings you many hours of escape and enjoyment. 
 
Over the summer, Mrs. Kimmelman and I will continue to sponsor the Pioneer Page Turners Club, a book club 
that gathers online once every week to two weeks to discuss the current club novel. Our next novel will be Little 
Women by Louisa May Alcott. Please consider joining us!  
 
Book club Google Classroom code: hf5i5aa 
Book club Remind code: Text @ppt2020 to 81010 
 
Have a great summer, and I’ll see you in the fall! 
 
Best regards, 
 
M. Richard 
mrichard@clearviewregional.edu 
****************************************************************************************** 
About reading materials: 
 
Clearview Regional High School District is committed to supporting students’ literacy mastery.  It is our goal that every student 
obtains and refines critical reading skills and as importantly, we hope that every child becomes a life-long reader.  All English and 
Reading curricula have been developed in accordance with the New Jersey Core Content Standards and in conjunction with NCLB 
mandates.  Our department is dedicated to consistent reflective practice through ongoing collaboration within the department and from 
outside experts in the field.  Recognizing that not all works are appropriate for all students, we enlist your assistance.  Texts identified 
with an (*) contain mature or sensitive language or issues; parents or guardians may wish to preview texts prior to student 
participation. 
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